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Former ICCS high school teacher Sr. Jeannine Curley, R.S.M., 
accepts her award from Fr. Val Handwerker at the Annual Hall 
of Fame Awards Luncheon held in Marian Hall.

     Five alumni, three former ICCS faculty members and a 
former ICCS school board president were inducted into ICCS’s 
Hall of Fame at an awards luncheon on Sept. 20.  
     The ceremony took place in Marian Hall following Mercy 
Day Mass in the Cathedral, attended by ICCS students, faculty, 
parents and alumni.  
     Honorees were recognized for their service in one of four 
categories:  service to the community, service to the faith, 
service to the school, and serving as a role model for women 
in business. 
    Alumni recognized were former state representative Pam 
Gaia ’64 (posthumously); Judge Carolyn Wade Blackett ’75; 
Rebecca Reno-Conrad ’83; Debbie Ward Hunt ’68; and current 
ICCS teacher Peggy Dowling Steffan ’72. 
     Former ICCS teacher Sr. Jeannine Curley, R.S.M., was 
honored for her service to the faith, as well as former IC 
rector Msgr. Merlin Kearney and former prinicipal Sr. Mary 
Gabriella Webb, R.S.M., both of whom were recognized 
posthumously. 
     Former school board president Tom Sullivan was honored 
for his service to the school. 

Alumni Honor Nine at Sept. 20 
Hall of Fame Ceremony

Spanish teacher Ms. Paola Bernard uses puppets to engage 
preschool students in a daily Spanish immersion lesson.  
Prospective parents will have an opportunity to visit Ms. 
Bernard’s classroom at a Pre-K “Sneak-a-Peek” on Nov. 7.

Upcoming Admissions Events

Tuesday, Nov. 5
High School Preview Day, 8:30–12:30

Thursday, Nov. 7
“Sneak-a-Peek” at Pre-K, 8:15–9:15AM

Sunday, Nov. 17
Campus Open House
“Sundaes on Sunday,” 1–4PM 

Tuesday, Nov. 19
“Sneak-a-Peek” at Kindergarten & 
1st Grade,  8:15–9:15AM 

Call 435-5344 for more information



2 Mercy News
ICCS Senior Carly David receives Academic 
All-Star recognition from local newspaper

     Collecting Box Tops 
for Education is an easy 
way to generate funds for 
our parish school using 
products you already 
purchase, such as cereal 

and cake mix.  
      And for the next few months, an 
anonymous donor will match each 
dollar raised through collecting Box 
Tops! 
     To help out, simply clip the Box 
Tops and drop them off in the specially 
marked  envelope in the brochure stand 
in the Cathedral narthex.
     Visit www.boxtops4education.com 
for a full list of products with Box Tops 
coupons. 
     Thank you for supporting our parish 
school!

Box Tops for Education 
program generates 
quick funds for ICCS 

Carly David, ICCS Class of 2014
Academic All-Star

Showing hospitality: Senior High school ambassadors take a break after the Hall 
of Fame Award Luncheon, where they served as hosts to alumni and other guests. 
Front L-R: LaBreshia Taylor, Linda Guzman. Back L-R: Rosie Velasco, Clare Sauser, 
Darby Brown, Hayley Shaver, Allison McNabb, Brooke Jerome.

     ICCS senior Carly David has been 
named to the The Commercial Appeal’s 
Academic All-Star list in the general 
scholarship category.  
     The All-Star program is designed 
to identify and recognize high school 
students in the Memphis metro area for 
excellence in academics, leadership and 
community service. 
     The Academic All-Star in each 
category is given to the individual 
whose record of excellence, 
achievement and service to school and 
community best exemplifies the use of 
his or her talents.
      “I know Carly very well, and I can 
tell you that she is just an all-around 
bright, determined  and wonderful  
young woman who is very deserving of 
this honor,” high school principal Sally 
Hermsdorfer said. 

     Carly, who holds a 4.33 weighted 
grade point average, scored 29 on the 
college ACT and is a four-year member 
of ICCS’s Knowledge Bowl Team.  She 
consistently makes the school’s Honor 
Roll, is a member of the National 
Honor Society and serves on the staff of 
the school’s newspaper The Immaculata. 
     Known for being focused and 
disciplined, she has a special interest 
in Asian languages and has taken the 
unusual step of applying for a university 
education in Japan. 
     Carly is also active in the 
Environmental Club and the Art Club. 
She participates in track, cross country 
Tae-Kwon-Do, tennis and basketball 
and has attended a religious leaders’ 
conference at St. Meinrad Seminary in 
Indiana the last three years.          
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carnival games, including the famous cake walk            17th annual chili cook-off
           music by Anthym             Real Good Dog Rescue 

arts and crafts vendors offering jewelry, artwork and other great goodies
barbeque, chips and more! For more info call 901-725-2700 or visit www.myiccs.org

Sunday, October 27      1 — 5 pm 

Immaculate Conception Cathedral School’s

Fall Festival

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

1695 Central Avenue at Belvedere

First-grade music students pose with their newest friend, Aiken Drum, a make-
believe man they fashioned out of musical instruments. 

ICCS elementary students who were 
interviewed for Channel 24’s “Cool 
School of the Week” segment pose 
with reporter Rodney Dunigan after the 
Oct. 15 taping.  L-R: first-grader Cecile 
Cerisier, fourth-grader Riley McClellan, 
fifth-grader Justice Crawford. 

Service with a smile: Members of 
ICCS’s PB&J Club assemble peanut 
butter and jelly sandwiches for St. 
Mary’s soup kitchen ministry.  Created 
this school year, the PB&J Club 
includes students from first grade 
through high school. ICCS students 
contributed 238 sandwiches to the 
soup kitchen after their last meeting.
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      In a 2004 interview, musician 
Tom Waits was asked to describe the 
quality he most valued in his friends. 
He replied, "jumper cables and a tow 
chain." 
     It seldom snows in Memphis, but 
I guess when it does those friends are 
the ones you want on speed dial.  
     The process of deciding to "come 
back to high school" as Director of 
Alumni Relations found me thinking 
on friendships, especially those I made 
at Immaculate Conception. 
     Members of my graduation Class 
of 1964 have been meeting to plan our 
50th Reunion. It did not take us long 
to re-establish those bonds that we 
forged in church, in  Marian Hall, in  
the cafeteria, and in  covering for each 
other when we would sneak off the 

campus for lunch. 
     Since 1922, ICCS's mission has been 
to nurture faith and educate young 
students. One just needs to come back 
to the campus to experience how this 
is being translated for students in the 
21st century.  
     A demonstration classroom of the 
future is housed in the grade school 
building.  There is excitement and 
curiosity everywhere on the campus. I 
am so happy to be a part of the future 
of our vibrant school.
     My ICCS friends are surely the ones 
I want on speed dial.  
       Recently, on a lovely fall day with 
not a snow cloud in sight, many ICCS 
alumni showed up at the Teal for a 
Cure Race to support my daughter, 
Dana ’85.  Social media, phone calls 

and emails went viral to support an “IC 
sister.”  From one year to 65-plus, they 
were present to reflect mercy in a pair 
of tennis shoes and a T-shirt.
     We are blessed to have been 
nurtured and educated at ICCS. 
     Graduation is not the end for ICCS 
graduates.  Your stories matter to us.  If 
you are an elementary or  high school 
alumnus, please contact us and share 
your journeys.  We promise to always 
have "jumper cables and a tow chain" 
waiting for you.

by Vicki Irwin Sampietro, ’64
Director of Alumni Relations

ICCS Graduates Stay Connected as Family for Life

Director of alumni relations Vicki Irwin Sampietro ’64 (L) with daughter Dana 
Sampietro ‘85.  Vicki joined ICCS’s staff this month and is an IC Cathedral 
parishioner.

 Upcoming Alumni Events

Dec. 5, 12:30PM
Lunch at Paulette’s

Jan. 16, 8:30AM
Breakfast at Brother Juniper’s

Feb. 20, 6PM
Dinner at Pete & Sam’s

March 20, 5–7PM
Happy Hour, Bangkok Alley


