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Class of 2014 Graduates Continue ICCS's Long Tradition of 
Excellence with Impressive College acceptances, Scholarships

Thirty-three Immaculate Conception Cathedral School seniors were graduated during the school's traditional candlelight 
ceremony in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception  on Tuesday, May 13  Pictured are (L-R) Taylor Herbers, Caroline 
David and McCayla Cusker. 

       Thirty-three ICCS seniors were graduated during the 
school's traditional candlelight ceremony in the Cathedral 
on Tuesday, May 13. 
      As with the classes before them, the Class of 2014 
leaves behind an impressive scroll of achievements.
      The graduates amassed a collective total of more 
than $4.3 million in four-year scholarships and merit-
based grants and received acceptances from colleges and 
universities across The United States, and one in Japan.
     Principal Sally Hermsdorfer said the Class of 2014 will 
be remembered for a variety of achievements. 
      "They were academically strong — five of them 
scored 30 or higher on the ACT.  That's 15 percent of the 
class. This class also had an unusul variety of artists and 
dancers."
      In addition to collective awards, individual students 

garnered community recognition throughout the year for 
academics and service.  
     Carly David and Maggie Myers were recognized 
as Academic All-Stars by The Commercial Appeal in 
the respective categories of mathematics and general 
scholarship. 
     LaBreshia Taylor was named the Midtown Exchange 
Club's December Student of the Month and later was 
selected as their Student of the Year.
     An achievement that won't show in transcripts is one  
which Mrs. Hermsdorfer is most proud. "They welcomed 
in five lovely young ladies who needed a school when 
Bishop Byrne closed," she said. 
     "By the end of the school year, they had bonded so 
tightly that it was hard to tell where BBHS left off and 
ICCS began."       
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Eighth-Grade Graduates Celebrate Successes at ICCS, Look 
Toward High School at May 22 Graduation Ceremony

Headed to high school: ICCS eighth-grade graduates sing the Suscipe of Catherine McAuley for the last time as a class 
during the graduation Mass on May 22.  The vast majority of the female graduates have registered to attend ICCS high 
school in the fall; their male classmates will attend Christian Brothers High School. 

     ICCS middle school faculty have selected  Judy Wieland as the Middle School 
Student of the Year.  The award was announced at the May 22 eighth-grade 
graduation ceremony. 
     The honor is bestowed each year upon a graduating eighth-grader who is a role 
model to peers through academics, community service and involvement in school 
activities. 
     "Choosing a Student of the Year is a challenge," Principal Karen Gephart said.  
"We had so many outstanding students from which to choose this year, but Judy is 
definitely very deserving of this honor."
     Throughout her time at ICCS, Judy has shined academically and remained  
involved in all aspects of  campus life.  
     "She's a very well-rounded student," Mrs. Gephart said.  "I simply could not be 
more proud of her."
     Judy's other graduating accolades include the Service Award; President's Award 
for Academic Excellence; the Honor Award, for the highest GPA in the class; 
the Literature Award, for excellence in the subject; and Recognition for Sports, 
volleyball.        

Judy Wieland Named Middle School Student of the Year

Graduating eighth-grader Judy 
Wieland is pictured at the May 22 
graduation ceremony.
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Julia Turner Hired  as 
Middle School Athletic 
Director, Head Girls 
Basketball Coach

Elementary students recently hosted an International Festival that featured music 
and dance from a variety of countries.  After the musical performances, each 
grade gave a presentation in their classroom about the country they chose to 
represent.  Above:  Fifth-graders celebrate Ireland with a musical performance. 
L-R from Back:  Paris Hall, Sarah Khouzam, Venice Fan, David Alexander, Nadim 
Khouzam, Lukudu Wilson, Gino Giorgianni, Amir Khouzam, Brett Gibson.

Newly hired middle school athletic 
director Julia Turner speaks after she 
was introduced to the students and 
faculty at an assembly on May 12.

     Seasoned coach Julia Turner has 
been hired in the newly created position 
of middle school athletic director and 
will also serve as  head girls basketball 
coach. 
     Ms. Turner comes to ICCS with a 
wealth of sports experience as both a 
coach and a player 
     She was formerly head basketball 
coach for LeMoyne-Owen College for 
two years, where she also served four 
years as head women's volleyball coach. 
     She was a player in the NWBL semi-
pro league and was invited to try out 
for the WNBA's Orlando Magic and the 
Indiana Fever. 
      "Julia's experience is a perfect fit 
for us," campus athletic director Mike 
Simpson said. 
     "She's extremely enthusiastic and will 
really connect with and motivate our 
student athletes.  She can help take our 
arthletic program to another level. I'm 
thrilled to have her on board." 

Sixth-grader Anna Grace Palmer (L) and Heidi Stonecipher '17 assist at the Rock 
'N Romp at Rhodes College on May 18. ICCS's Admissions Office was a sponsor 
for the musical event and provided a painting craft project for children and 
handed out bottles of bubbles displaying the school logo.



4 Mercy News

 Tea is often mentioned in 
popular music, in such varied 
places as Sting’s "Englishman in 
New York," where he proclaims, 
‘”I don't drink coffee, I take tea my 
dear,” and who can forget every 
child’s favorite ditty, I’m a Little 
Teapot?” 
     Oftentimes, tea is mentioned in 
accounts of the life of Venerable 
Catherine McAuley, Foundress 
of the Sisters of Mercy. On her 
deathbed, Mother McAuley  asked 
that her sisters be told "to get a good 
cup of tea to comfort one another. I 

think the community room would 
be a good place.” Sharing a cup of 
tea has become a symbol of  the 
Mercy tradition of comforting 
others. 
     The Class of 1964 recently 
hosted a “Ladies Tea” in our own 
community room, Marian Hall, 
for their Sister Class of 2014.  
Tables were adorned with azaleas, 
the symbol of Memphis’ vibrant 
spring, and cherished tea pots 
from classmates and friends.   Each 
senior was gifted with a teacup that 
she had secretly swapped with a 

classmate.  Seniors and guests were 
served from an antique silver tea 
service, which had been polished to 
its original splendor by an alumna’s 
husband.  
     In the midst of using tiny slivers 
of lemon and sugar cubes, and the 
occasional use of real cream (not in 
a packet), high school girls smiled 
while alumni beamed at having 
brought back a tradition they 
remembered from 1964.
    There may be someone who 
would enjoy "a comfortable cup of 
tea" with you. 

Alumni-Sponsored Mother-Daughter Senior Class Tea Unites 
Past with Future, Evokes Memories 

Class of 1979 alumna Kathleen (Gallagher) Kruczek (L) joins daughter Caroline '14 
at the Mother-Daughter Tea in Marian Hall on April 27.  The tea was sponsored 
for the senior class by the Class of 1964, which had "adopted" the class as part 
of their class' celebration of their 50th-year reunion.

Michelle (Grantham) Jerome '89 (L) is 
pleased to return to her alma mater 
with daughter Brooke '14 to enjoy the 
Mother-Daughter Tea.

by Vicki Sampietro '64, Director of Alumni Relations

ICCS is accepting applications for some grades for the 2014-15 academic year. 

Call (901) 435-5344 for admissions information.


