
Madeline Kennel and Mildred Vazquez are two of 10 first-year 
Rhodes College students named Clarence Day Scholarship 
recipients.  The highly selective award pays $35,000 toward 
enrollment costs at Rhodes. 

Day Scholars have demonstrated academic success as well as a 
passion for Memphis and a desire to help make it a better place. 
Throughout their time at Rhodes, they participate in campus and 
community events related to the Day Foundation and Memphis 
leadership initiatives.  

Mildred is currently an intern with CHANGE, a program of Bridge 
Builders that works to create social change in targeted areas.  She 
has also volunteered with Catholic Charities Camp Love and Learn,  
Special Olympics, Memphis Food Bank, and several Memphis 
Catholic schools. She is a member of the National Honor Society, 
Beta Club, Mu Alpha Theta, Mock Trial Team, French Club, and 
Environmental Club.

Madeline's extensive volunteer service includes patient intake 
with Clinique Association Espoir pour Demain in Kara, Togo, 
West Africa, where she also served as a liaison at Christian Relief 
Fund.  She is a member of the National Beta Club, National Honor 
Society, former French Club president, and founded Project Mana, 
a Memphis-based study on perceptions of gender roles. 
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Madeline Kennel Mildred Vazquez Middle School Math Team 
Earns First-Place Medals
ICCS's Middle School Math Team, all sixth-graders, 
brought home first-place medals in the Catholic 
Schools Math Competition held on Saturday, Feb. 18 
at Memphis Catholic High School.  

Students from 29 Midsouth Catholic schools 
competed in the annual competition, in which ICCS 
students have consistently received top honors.  L-R: 
Matty Wackerfuss, Coleman Carrier, Luke Gerstner, 
Brett Barron. Middle School math teacher Sarah 
Bowers  is the  math team coach.

ICCS is now enrolling for fall!

Call (901) 435-5344 for admissions 

information or visit our website at: 

MyICCS.org
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After 37 years of teaching in the public school system including Memphis City Schools, Shelby County Schools and Germantown 
Municipal School District, Natalie-Parker Lawrence joined the ICCS high school faculty last fall.  She currently teaches college-prep 
English, Honors English and AP literature. She's also theatre club moderator and was the force behind the high school's full-throttle 
participation in the all-campus Fine Arts Week in March.  Coming to ICCS was a homecoming for Parker-Lawrence who is a 1973 
Immaculate Conception High School graduate.  She is pictured below with English honors student Kayla Pullen '19.

What has changed since your days as a 
student here? 

We couldn't wear tights!  We all wore 
saddle oxfords.  We were one of the 
first classes to welcome Black students 
to our school.  Our class trip was a 
Caribbean cruise.  We had several nuns 
as administrators and teachers.  The 
Vietnam War was still going on, and so 
many girls had brothers, fathers, uncles 
and boyfriends who went to war and were 
wounded or killed.  We had ACE and BDF 
and G days, so you might have English, 
French, and world history on ACE days, 
and Latin, algebra, PE and biology on BDF 
days.  G day was for Mass, assemblies, 
class meetings, clubs, field trips, speakers, 
and college counseling.  All of the religion 
classes were nine-week seminars. 

Did you always plan to teach?

No -- in college I wanted to be a pathologist. 

What is your favorite thing about teaching at ICCS?

The students are wonderful.  The parents are exceptional, and the staff and faculty are hardworking, caring and supportive. 

What is your teaching motto?

Reading is your friend.  There is no coming to consciousness without pain.  Hang with those who make you better. 

What are your favorite activities outside of teaching?

Writing plays and nonfiction, travel, participating in two book clubs, and vegetarian cooking. 

Tell us about your family.

My husband Cayce Lawrence is a professor in the Business Department at CBU.  We have known each other since 1st grade at 
Holy Rosary, and he was my Silver Bells date in 9th grade.  I have one daughter (who went to ICCS Middle School), one son-in-
law,  five stepsons; three are active military in the Army; and four daughter-in-laws and three grandchildren. 

Teacher Spotlight:  Natalie Parker-Lawrence 
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Christian Brothers University has selected Heidi Stonecipher as the 2017 recipient 
of its Trustee Scholarship, the most prestigious academic scholarship the university 
offers. 

Covering full tuition and fees, the Trustee Scholarship is bestowed upon one 
incoming freshman each year in recognition of outstanding academic performance. 

Heidi, who has been an ICCS student since the 5th grade, currently serves as 
president of the National Honor Society; senior class vice president; and president of 
Mu Alpha Theta, the math honor society.  

She has also served in leadership positions with Campus Ministry and Teen in 
Ministry. She has amassed hundreds of hours in community service and is an altar 
server and sacristan at IC Cathedral, where she and her family are parishioners.  

Heidi was also selected by Rhodes College as a first alternate for the Clarence Day 
Scholarship.

Fourth-grader Isaiah Nolan placed 
third in the  3rd/4th-grade division 
of the Memphis in May art contest 
for his oil on canvas painting (left).  
The citywide competition inspired  
students to create original artwork to 
salute the Republic of Colombia, this 
year's MIM honored country.  

Isaiah Nolan

CBU Awards Trustee Scholarship to ICCS Senior

Heidi Stonecipher
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Best in photography:  Kindergarten 
student Victoria Robinson took 
home the first-place award — a gift 
certificate to Memphis College of 
Art's summer camp — at the ICCS 
Annual Photography Exhibit held at 
ANF Architects on March 29.  She is 
pictured with ICCS art teacher Deidre 
Seymour (L) and Karen Gephart, 
lower and middle school principal. 

Running for Faith: Students from Pre-K through high school participated 
in ICCS's Second Annual Run for Faith fundraiser on Friday, March 31 and 
collectively raised more than $5,000 for their school.  Each student asked 
relatives and friends to sponsor them with a pledge and ran a course mapped 
out on the school campus.  After running, all students enjoyed a picnic-style 
lunch outside. 

Memphis Grizzlies
Basketball Camp at ICCS
June 5-8 |ICCS Gym
Open to all boys and girls ages 7-16
Space is limited. Register early:

MyICCS.org


