
      ICCS students, faculty, alumni and guests gathered in the 
Cathedral Friday, Sept. 26 to celebrate Mercy Day, an occasion 
set aside to honor the Sisters of Mercy — the order that in 1922 
founded ICCS in the three-story building that today houses 
the school’s elementary classrooms. 
     Following the Mass, nearly 200 guests gathered in Marian 
Hall for the Mercy Day Hall of Fame Luncheon, at which !ve 
alumni were honored. 
     Held annually at ICCS, Mercy Day honors the order’s 
founder, Mother Catherine McAuley, who established the 
Sisters of Mercy more than 180 years ago in her native Ireland 
to tend to the sick and the needy, and to o"er educational 
opportunities to underprivileged girls. 
     #e day is also a time to recognize ICCS alumni and friends 
of the school who have exempli!ed the spirit of the Mercy 
Sisters with their service to the faith, to the community and 
to the school.  Honored posthumously for service to the faith 
were longtime IC Cathedral parishioners Frank and Helen 
Byrd.  Former elementary principal Betty Buchignani ’62 was 

honored for her service to the school; Dr. Allen Overton Battle 
’45 and Ann Romeo Dino ’62 were each recognized for service 
to the community.  Dr. Teresa Sproul Dalle ’66 was honored as 
an outstanding role model for young women. 
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Sunday, Nov. 9, 1-3pm
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Five Alumni Join ICCS Hall of Fame at Sept. 26 Ceremony, 

ICCS's 2014 Hall of Fame honorees display their awards after the Annual Mercy Day Hall of Fame Awards Luncheon 
held on Sept. 26 in Marian Hall.  From Back L-R: Frank Byrd, Jr., Dr. Teresa Sproul Dalle, Dr. Allen Overton Battle, Betty 
Buchignani, Ann Romeo Dino. Nearly 200 guests attended Mercy Day activities, which also included Mass and a school tour.

Join us for a campus tour, meet our teachers, 
and enjoy an ice cream sundae! 

Call 435-5344 for more information.

All-Campus Open House
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Kindergarten Students Enjoy Hands-On 
Learning, Spreading School Spirit
     ICCS kindergarten teacher Patricia 
Lynch likes to remind her students that 
“you learn on your feet, not in your 
seat.” 
      Tapping into the students’ high 
energy level and inquisitive nature, 
her teaching approach is aimed at fully 
engaging them in their own learning 
process.  
     “In senior kindergarten, we believe 
that a well-rounded student is the best 
type of learner,” Lynch says.  “We really 
focus on reading.  We also practice 
and develop our social, emotional, 
academic and behavioral skills through 
hands-on activities.” 
     Interwoven with academics, each 
of Lynch’s classes adopts a theme that 
they carry out throughout the school 
year.  “I discovered last year that some 

of our students didn’t know our school 
mascot,” she says.  “So I decided that 
this year’s theme is Wildcats.  We’re 
going to really amp up our school 
spirit.”
      As her reputation for innovative 
teaching techniques has grown, so 
has Lynch’s class size. #is year’s class 
roster !lled up almost as soon as the 
previous school year ended.
     “As soon as parents spend a little 
time in her classroom and see how the 
students respond to her, they’re sold,” 
ICCS director of admissions Cathy 
Armstrong said.  
     "#is is such an important grade.  It 
sets the tone for future learning, and 
we are so fortunate at ICCS to have 
a teacher in that classroom who is so 
innovative and creative. "

Left: ICCS Kindergarten teacher Patricia Lynch prepares her class for another day 
of learning. Right: Students display their project, in which they were asked to 
pick out half of an object and !nd the other half to make it whole. Miss Lynch's 
teaching   approach is designed to fully engage children in the learning process. 

Twenty-four Immaculate Conception 
Cathedral School fourth- and !$h-
grade choir members traveled to #e 
University of Tennessee-Martin on
Oct. 28 with choir director Linzie 
Mullins to participate in UTM’s Festival 
Chorus. #e students spent the day 
practicing with 100 singers from 
various schools as well as UTM Music 
Department chair Dr. Vest before 
performing before a crowd of 350.  
#is was the ICCS Choir’s second year 
in a row to participate in the Festival 
Chorus and the second year they were 
the only choir chosen to play the Or" 
instruments.

Elementary Choir Travels 
to UTM to Participate in 
Festival Chorus

ICCS fourth- and !fth-grade choir 
members practice with UTM Music 
Department chair Dr. Vest for the 
Festival Chorus on Oct. 28. This 
was the second year ICCS was 
asked to participate in the event.   

ICCS is accepting applications for some elementary and high school grades for 2015-16.  
Call the Admissions Of!ce at 901-435-5344 for more information.
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ICCS's high school Art Club expressed 
their school spirit and their faith at 
Sacred Heart School's Oct. 5 Chalk 
Festival. This was the second year ICCS 
students participated in the event. 

ICCS Seniors Named Academic All-Stars

Miss Silver Bells—then and now. Miss 
Silver  Bells  2014, Amri McCauley 
'15 and Miriam Brooks Hatley, Miss 
Silver Bells 1971, get acquainted after 
the Sept. 26 Hall of Fame luncheon.

     Immaculate Conception Cathedral 
School seniors Selena Foster and 
MarNique Turner have been named this 
month as Academic All-Stars by !e 
Commercial Appeal in the respective 
categories of General Scholarship 
and Foreign Language. #e All-Stars 
program was designed to identify and 
recognize outstanding high school 
students in the Memphis metro area for 
excellence in academics, leadership and 
community service. 
     Selena has taken a solid AP and 
Honors track of study and holds a 4.60 
weighted grade point average.  She has 
earned Summa Cum Laude Honor 
Roll each year of high school and is a 
member of the National Honor Society. 
     She has received the UTCHS 
Science Summer Institute Certi!cate 
of Achievement in Honors Biology 
and been part of the math and Spanish 
Duke Tip Program.  
     While studies are obviously a 
priority, community service is high 
on Selena's activity list.  She has 
volunteered with several charitable 
organizations including the Dorothy 
Day House, Mid-South Food Bank 
and area food kitchens.  She has been 
a leader for school retreats, volunteers 

to clean up trash at McKellar Lake and 
assists the Advancement O%ce during 
the school's annual phonathon.  Selena 
is a member of the National Beta Club 
as well the ICCS track team.  She is also 
an altar server for St. John Catholic 
Church.
     A dedicated French student, 
MarNique holds a 4.53 weighted grade 
point average, which includes a 99 
average in Dual-Enrollment French 
through Christian Brothers University.  
     As co-president of the French Club, 
she works tirelessly to raise money for 
the Club's Haiti Mission Project.  
     She is a member of the Delta Gems, 
an organization that works to empower 
young women by developing their 
leadership skills. 
      MarNique is a member of the 
National Beta Club and serves as 
historian for the Marian Chapter of 
the National Honor Society. She was 
junior class president and currently 
serves as the commissioner of school 
and community activities.  She is a 
three-year member of Bridge Builders 
and is a player on the ICCS tennis team.  
MarNique was also selected by the 
Teenteer Volunteer Program to serve at 
Regional One Health Center.

Selena Foster '15 MarNique Turner '15
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Alums Can't Resist Displaying Their 
Alma Mater Pride with Yard Signs
by Vicki Irwin Sampietro '64, Director of Alumni Relations

     To welcome new students and 
demonstrate school pride throughout 
the community, "Home of a Proud 
ICCS Student" signs began popping up 
in numerous neighborhoods during 
the months of August and September. 
     But alumni clamored to have their 
own signs.  In fact, so many wanted 
them that they outnumbered the signs 
available.  And so, alumni took matters 
into their hands and hijacked some of 
the students' signs, "defacing" them to 
re&ect their proud year of graduation. 
     A highly competitive game of hide-
and-seek with the signs quickly ensued. 
Well, it was more like "steal a sign from 
another alum and stake it in your own 
yard." Social media re&ects photos of 
nighttime ventures — and a few videos 

— of groups of alumni engaged in a 
spirited challenge to be the class with 
the most signs. 
     #ere is a saying among political 
operatives: "Lawn signs don't vote."  
Our alumni, however, proudly 
voted their school spirit throughout 
Memphis and Shelby County.  
     I think that 2 Corinthians 12:12 
re&ects the spirit of our alumni. 
..."the apostles among you performed 
with utmost patience with signs and 
wonders..."
     We heard our alumni, and we are 
responding.  You can look for new 
signs in yards around the Memphis 
area that boast, "Home of a Proud 
ICCS Alum....Contributing to a better 
Memphis." 

Faculty alumni nab their own sign 
and gather on the Cathedral steps to 
demonstrate their pride for their alma 
mater.  L-R from back:  Mary Meehan 
Lamghari '07, Jessica Swan '01, Laura 
Rabb Hughes '02, Robin McGarry 
Perry '89, Peggy Dowling Steffan 
'72, Kimberly Pettit Bradley '97.

Mickey Bowden Simmons '73 grabs a 
sign displayed by a fellow alum at the 
Teal Race for a Cure in September.  
She was just one of many alumni 
from various graduaction classes 
who enjoyed participating in a game 
of hide-and-seek with ICCS signs. 

Above: First-grader Amelia Simpson 
and kindergarten student Jackson 
Everett show that it's never too early to 
start showing their ICCS school spirit.
They are just a few of the many 
ICCS students whose families took 
signs home to show the Memphis 
community their pride in ICCS.  


