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Wildcat Welcome:  New ICCS students were officially welcomed at a special assembly earlier this month, during which each 
received a certificate. ICCS cheerleaders also welcomed faculty to the new year and gave each teacher a rose. 

ICCS Middle School Graduates at 
CBHS Earn Above Average GPAs
ICCS Middle School graduates who were freshmen at 
Christian Brothers High School last year scored above 
the school average in overall GPA and all core subjects.

ICCS alums in the CBHS Class of 2021 had an average 
GPA of 3.9486 after their first semester at CBHS, 
compared to the overall school average of 3.37.

First semester Math GPAs averaged 3.268 for ICCS 
alums, compared to a 3.15 school average; the science 
GPA average was 3.507 compared to a 3.20 average; and 
English GPAs for ICCS alums averaged 2.934, compared 
to an overall school average of 2.66.
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Come and See Our Early Childhood Program! 
Pre-K3 through Kindergarten

Children will participate in story time, create 
a fun pumpkin craft to take home, and enjoy a 

light snack, while parents hear more about our 
innovative curriculum including Spanish classes, 

mindfulness, music, and art. 

Tuesday, Oct.16
8:15–9am

RSVP by 10/12 to cathy.armstrong@
ic.cdom.org or (901) 435-5344

He gave us sight: Pre-K3 student 
Drew Wilson wears glasses as she and 
classmates learn from Mrs. Copous 
that God gave them sight.

Making Mat Man:  Mrs. Moore's Pre-K4 students are proud of how quickly they 
were able to put together mat man.  Front: Georgia Dabney, Emeri Brinson, 
Poppy Baddley, Tre Johnson III, Liam Deges , Edwin Moore, Ayva Clausel, Meyer, 
Saravia, Joseph Cauberg-Hunt, John Shockey,  Finley Ellis.
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Brainy students:   AP Psychology students have fun wearing the brain hats they 
made while studying the parts of the human brain. Front L-R: Maria Nyugen, 
Anna McWhirter, Tierra Clements, Back: Samantha Oswald, Tysan Green, Kyndal 
Anderson

Doughnut Day: Junior Zoe Walls 
shows off the doughnuts she and her 
classmates sold as a fundraiser for the 
Junior/Senior Prom this April. 

Building Towers: Using spaghetti and marshmallows, Upper School students compete to build the highest tower. The fun 
project coincided with their Old Testament study of "The Tower of Babel" in Theology class. The winning tower measured 
76 inches high and was a challenging and a sticky win. Front L-R: Lily Anderson, Kiarra Pruitt, Nile Williams, Cindy Huai. Back: 
Melanie Garcia, Emily Roque.
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 Scholastic Book Fair: Pre-K4 student 
Emeri Brinson visits the  Scholastic 
Book Fair in the ICCS Media Center 
with her grandmother during ICCS's 
Grandparents Day on Sept. 10. The 
Book Fair was one of several activities 
available for Lower and Middle School 
grandparents during their visit. They 
also visited classrooms, watched a 
student performance, and enjoyed 
refreshments in the Cathedral Center. 

Entertaining Grandparents:  Third- and 4th-grade students perform patriotic songs for the Sept. 10 Grandparents Day. 



5Mercy News

Spanish Comics:  5th-graders Austin Lepchitz and Bridie Maki show their 
classmates in Spanish class the comic they created captioned in Spanish. 

Use your Kroger Plus Card to 
benefit ICCS! 

It doesn’t cost a thing or affect 
your Kroger fuel points. 

And it’s easy!

Just register your 
Kroger Plus Card at:

kroger.com/communityrewards 
Just follow the simple steps, and 
ICCS will begin earning rewards 
every time you use your Kroger 

Plus Card:

 ICCS's Code is: FW491

Kroger Shopping 
Benefits ICCS

 Science and Skate Parks:
Seventh and 8th-graders demonstrate 

their skate park projects to Lower 
School students. The skate parks 

were part of the Science curriculum 
in Ms. Bower's class. The goal of the 
project was to roll a marble through 
the obstacles and into a cup on the 

bottom level, while following Ms. 
Bowers rules. Rules included: only 

cardboard and tape, a variety of 
obstacles, and think using potential 

and kinetic energy to build the skate 
parks.
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Alumni in the News

Novelist Claire Fullerton '79 speaks to a packed room at the Sept. 12 book  signing at Novel in Memphis for her latest book 
"Mourning Dove." Claire graciously answered questions from the crowd and talked about what motivates her to write and 
what it means to be a Southern writer.  "Mourning Dove" is her third published book. 

Dr. Cathy (Blanchard) Kemp '80 
(middle) successfully defended her 

dissertation on the perception of 
nicotine's harm among tobaccos 

users. She will be going on to a year-
long tobacco regulatory fellowship 

with the National Academy of 
Medicine and the U.S. Food and 

Drug Administration's Center for 
Tobacco Products.
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'Keep on Dreaming' Scholarship in Memory of 
1996 Alumna to Benefit Upper School Students
Last month, 1975 alumna Mary Mcgarrh reached out to us to establish a scholarship in memory of her only child 
Kim Morrison. Following in her mother's footsteps, Kim was a proud IC Girl for four years. A 1996 graduate, Kim 
passed away at 35 after a sudden illness in November, 2013.  Mary, who raised Kim primarily as a single parent, 
asked that the scholarship give preference to girls with financial need being raised in a single-parent home.  She also 
wanted the scholarship name to reflect something that would have a special significance to Kim. A few days later, she 
sent the following email to explain the name she had chosen.

"After Kim passed away, I found a Post-it note on her 
refrigerator that she had hand written and it said, 'Keep on 
dreaming, even if it breaks your heart.' I didn't know what it 
meant.  But one day I was leaving church, crying my eyes out 
while driving home because the sermon made me sad, and I 
remember thinking I don't know how to go on living life without 
Kim. The radio was on, and I heard the phrase, 'Keep on 
dreaming, even if it breaks your heart.'  It is a country song I'd 
never heard, but it happened to be on the radio as I was leaving 
church. I felt like it was Kim saying, 'Hey Mom, you've gotta go 
on, you've gotta keep dreaming, even if it breaks your heart.' 

"This past January, I went to the funeral of a relatively young man, and I started getting that feeling again, that I 
didn't see the point in living without her.  On the way home from the funeral, once again with tears streaming 
down my face, I heard that song for the second time. 

"She and I both loved Aerosmith. We saw them nine times together.  One of their most famous songs is "Dream 
On." The next night after I left church crying, I drove past Methodist Hospice, which is where Kim died. Guess 
what song came on the radio — "Dream On!" 

"One night, I was driving through the Collierville Square and passed the Silver Caboose Restaurant, where Kim 
had her rehearsal dinner the night before she got married.  I parked the car, got out, and stared at the restaurant, 
mentally reliving that night and remembering how happy she was. Of course, I started crying.  I got back into my 
car and drove home, still crying and talking to Kim, telling her how much I missed her.  About halfway home, I 
pulled myself together and turned the radio on.  "Dream On" was playing. When I got home, for some reason, I 
glanced at the calendar, and realized that it was July 14 — Kim's wedding day."

To read more about the scholarship criteria or to make a donation, please visit our website at 

myiccs.org/scholarships or contact June LaPorta at june.laporta@ic.cdom.org or (901) 435-5345.

Mary Mcgarrh '75 (L) and Kim Morrison '96.
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Immaculate Conception 
   Cathedral School’s

Saturday, October 20th,12–4pm

Myiccs.org

Visit our website for information on reserving a vendor 
booth or entering the Chili Cookoff!

Fall Festival

Agent 
Bill Pe�t
901.762.4780

Knights of Columbus #616

Sponsored by:

and Chili Cook-off


