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ICCS Middle School Faculty — Doing What They Do Best
By Cathy Armstrong, Director of Admissions

   Suspended between childhood and the adult world, middle 
school is arguably one of the most difficult ages to teach.  
     One middle-school teacher put it this way, “If you are 
the warm, nurturing grandmotherly type, you are made for 
teaching elementary.  If you are a math, science or English 
nerd, you are the high school type.  Only if you love bungee 
jumping, should you teach middle school.”  
     Walking the middle-school halls recently, I heard a lively 
song and the sound of stomping and clapping coming from 
Tom Owen’s eighth-grade history class.  “In 1814, we took 
a little trip, along with Colonel Jackson down the mighty 
Mississip…” By the time I reached the door, I was humming 
along to lyrics that I was surprised to remember.  
     Mr. Owen stopped the song periodically to advance a power 
point and fill the students in on the Battle of New Orleans.  He 
explained why it was regarded as the deciding battle in the War 
of 1812, and more importantly, why it was significant to the 
growth of our nation.  
     This is a small example of a typical day in the ICCS middle 
school.  I rarely enter a classroom where students aren’t 
actively involved in the lesson being presented, either by 
discussing a topic with a partner, working on a team project or 

participating in peer evaluation.  Even the desk arrangements   
in the middle school classrooms invite active student 
participation.
     ICCS middle school teachers simply “get” middle-schoolers.   
They understand their need for socializing and for being 
accepted by peers, their innate curiosity and their refusal to 
accept anything simply because someone said it.  The teachers 
meet weekly to discuss cross-curriculum lesson plans and to 
evaluate progress of their classes.  They mentor, encourage, and 
ignite a passion for learning in their students.  
     They also share their time and talents during their “off ” 
hours coaching sports teams and moderating clubs. 
      Middle school teacher Chelsea Azzari started the PB & J 
Club, which brings students across campus together to make 
sandwiches for the needy.  Julie Sully’s Sewing Club recently 
donated handcrafted fleece blankets to the Memphis Union 
Mission.
     ICCS’s middle school teachers collaborate, encourage, 
explore and expand their knowledge with a single goal in 
mind:  seeing students grow and develop into young men and 
women ready to successfully move on to the next phase and 
beyond. 

Middle and elementary school students act out a scene from "A Christmas Carol."  L-R: Eighth-graders Riley Higgins and 
Grace Martin;  Mary Harkins, sixth grade; and Gino Giorgianni, fifth-grade. 
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High School Geometry Students Learn Math While Creating Art

Above left:  High School math teacher Charlotte Baucke leads a college preparatory geometry class. Right:  Sophomore Emily 
Jerome is pictured with the tessellation — or translation of geometric shapes —  that she designed as part of a geometry 
lesson on congruent triangles. 

By Charlotte Baucke 
High School Math Teacher

 When teaching the chapter in 
geometry on congruent triangles, I 
use the tessellations project to help 
the students relate the concepts of 
congruent sides and angles, as well 
as the figure by rotation, slide, and 
reflection to what they are learning.
     Tessellations are the translation 
(repetition) of geometric shapes.  They 
can be translated by rotation, slide 
or reflection.  The students made a 
translation with their original pattern 
and also with their colors.  The shapes 
themselves are congruent figures in 
geometry.  Each student made two 
tessellations.  The first one was a 
geometric tessellation.  They used 
geometric shapes only and tessellated 
them using one or more of the 
translations.  
     The second tessellation was an 
Escher tessellation, which have a more 

lifelike appearance.  They begin with a 
geometric shape and then take on the 
lifelike appearance with artwork within 
the shape.  The artwork also be must 
replicated exactly the same in each 
geometric shape.  
    The students enjoy working on this 
so much that, by the time they finish, 
they don't realize that they have learned 
almost the entire chapter!
     I have some students who have a 
difficult time visualizing this part of 
geometry, especially when a figure 
rotates around the coordinate grid, or 
flips over the x or y axis.  
     When they are creating their own 
pieces, and rotating, flipping and 
mirroring, it is no longer a struggle to 
teach them what it means because they 
are actually doing what it means. 
     "Oh, I've got this now," is what I hear 
most when this project is complete.  

Tessellation design by Emerald Greene '16
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     “I have to get to class on time.” Every 
school day starts with this phrase. The 
first-period teachers expect the girls 
to be prepared and ready with their 
assignments on time.  Classes run 
on a tight schedule, and the clock is 
an important part of the day. Time is 
valued and respected.
     In the Math lab, the clock face is a 
clever puzzle of equations, fractions, 
and algorithms. One is challenged to 
translate the symbols into what we 
commonly know as Greenwich Mean 
Time. “Reading the clock face is a visual 
drill to enhance math skills,” says Math 
teacher, Charlotte Bucke. 
     I cannot decipher it just yet, and 
likely I never will. But, I can read a 
standard clock face when it is precisely 
12:07 pm. Time for a well-deserved 
lunch break for the high school girls.
     I came to know this precise time 
because on Wednesdays a group of girls 
use their limited free time to recite the 
rosary. 
     The recitation of the rosary 
commemorates Jesus and the events of 
His life.  Intercession to Mary with each 

of the beads through the Hail Mary 
highlights our belief in the Latin phrase, 
“Jesum per Mariam,” translated as Jesus 
through Mary.  
     This belief is taken from Scripture 
and celebrates the first miracle Jesus 
performed at the wedding in Cana at 
the request of His Mother.
     Again, it is all about the timing. The 
girls have to eat lunch quickly to leave 
some time for reflection and prayer 
before getting back to class on time. It is 
a simple gathering   But it is a powerful 
few moments of time, as praise is lifted 
up in the ancient rote prayer of the 
rosary.
     Senior Marian Lester, shared the 
following with me:  “The Rosary is a 
great aspect I experience.  When I pray 
the rosary, regardless of what’s going on, 
or if I am happy, sad or messing up with 
things in my life, I feel closer to God.  It 
is a time I can be within utter harmony 
with God and take time out to life up 
my prayers and thanksgiving.  From 
going to some of the sessions at school, 
it helps me calm down. Even though we 
are in unity, it helps me feel at one with 
my individual faith.  Spiritually I feel 
free.”
     Led by Mary Ann Cianciola Trainor 

’64, who formed the group last spring, 
students, teachers, alumni and visitors 
joyfully recite the rosary slowly and 
reverently, even though time is short.
     Mary Ann said she felt a calling 
in her heart that it was time to bring 
the recitation of the rosary into the 
focus of everyday life. “It is my hope 
to introduce more people to Marian 
devotion and prayer through the rosary, 
especially, these young women at my 
alma mater,” she said.
A few weeks ago, Mary Ann gifted each 
girl with a lovely Mercy Blue rosary.  
In time, these will be a high school 
keepsake, and the time they lost on a 
lunch period will be forgotten. nyone 
is welcome to participate in this weekly 
gathering.  Whether you have a digital 
clock on your cell phone, a retro Mickey 
Mouse watch, or catch the school 
hall clock, when the time is 12:07 on 
Wednesdays please set aside some time 
to join the Rosary group in Marian 
Hall.
     You can trust I the promise of our 
Mother Mary, it will be time well spent.

High School Students Make Time for Alumni-Led Rosary Prayer
By Vicki Sampietro '64
Director of Alumni Relations

(L-R)  Class of '64 alumnae Mary Ann Trainor and Linda Bond talk with high school students during lunch prior to the group 
reciting the rosary.  Pictured with them are Georjina Estupinan '15 and Marian Lester '14. 
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ICCS fifth-graders recently participated in Junior Achievement's JA Biztown.  Designed for fourth- through sixth-graders, the 
program combines in-class learning with a day-long visit to a simulated town facility, where each student assumes a role in the 
business world.  Above Left: Kennedy Glover displays the cookies she'll sell in her business. Right: Students gather in front of 
the Biztown City Hall at the end of their site visit. 

Fifth-graders light the candle for the second week of Advent, as they wait in 
hopeful joy for the coming of the Lord.  (L-R) Sara Khouzam, Justice Crawford, 
David Alexander, Brett Gibson, Isabel Martin. 


