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May 28, 2020

Dear IC Family,

Let me begin by expressing my deepest gratitude for the opportunity to return to Immaculate 
Conception Cathedral as your new Pastor. While this is definitely a new pastoral adventure, I have an 
overwhelming feeling that I am coming back home -- I am coming back to family. Given my history 
here as both a seminarian and associate pastor, I feel blessed to be returning to the place that I hold so 
dearly in my heart, a place where I am blessed to look out and see family.

By now you will have heard of the decision to close the High School. For a lot of you, this was crushing 
information, met with sorrow and grief. In light of this announcement, I want you to know that I, too, 
feel great sorrow for this loss. We grieve together, as families do, and we will come together and heal 
these wounds just the same -- as a family of faith. 

Those who know me well, know that I am an educator myself and a big proponent of Catholic 
Education. The IC schools are, and forever will be, in my heart. While it is a loss, and we mourn the 
closing of our beloved High School, I can promise you that I will continue to support the education 
that is offered at both our Elementary and Middle Schools and ask for your continued prayers 
and support as well. Together we focus on further strengthening our schools and making it more 
exceptional and vibrant for our current students and many generations to come. 

Our parish is the Mother Church of the Catholic Diocese of Memphis. For that, we should be proud 
and care for her in the way that she so justly deserves. I look forward to continuing my journey in 
this special place and am excited for the great works to come. Together, as a family in Christ, we will 
accomplish great things and continue to grow in faith, hope, and love.

Yours in Christ

Fr. Robert Szczechura
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