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Mercy News

Four Seniors Earn Academic All-Stars Honor
Seniors Karen Candia, Madeline “Maddie” Kennell, Hannah Martin and Anna Perry have joined 
the growing list of ICCS students named to the Commercial Appeal’s Academic All-Stars program. 
Recognized in the respective categories of Foreign Language, English and Literature, General Scholarship, 
and Science, their awards bring to seven the number of ICCS seniors receiving this honor during the 
current academic year.

Designed to identify and recognize outstanding high school students who demonstrate excellence 
in academics, leadership and community service, the All-Stars program is open to all Memphis-area 
high school students. Schools nominate their own candidates, and a panel of local college admissions 
professionals make the final selection of honorees through the large pool of nominees.  —June LaPorta
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Cathedral Center Open for Parishioner 
and Public Tours Sunday, April 10

Tours of the new Cathedral Center including the Early Childhood Center classrooms, cybrary, and meeting 
spaces will be available for parishioners and the general public on Sunday, April 10.

New Parishioner Breakfasts will be held after both the 8 and 10 am Masses. At the conclusion of the breakfasts, 
parishioners are invited to tour the Cathedral Center. Tours will also be available for parishioners and the 
general public from 1–2:30 pm.  —June LaPorta, Director of Advancement and Communications
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Greek Festival Sixth-graders don their 
togas for the Greek Festival on Thursday, 
March 16, one of several student 
activities held to celebrate ICCS’s Annual 
Fine Arts Week. The festival was the 
culmination of the class’ third-quarter 
work in social studies, literature and 
grammar. Students studied ancient and 
classical Greece, read Greek myths, built 
Greek temples, and each researched a 
specific Greek god or goddesses that 
they represented through digital posters. 
At the conclusion of the festival, the 
class performed a Greek play and then 
enjoyed a Greek feast prepared by their 
parents. 

MS Super Tuesday Middle school students 
participated in the political process by holding 

their own Super Tuesday election on  
March 1. Students representing the presidential 

candidates presented their platforms to their 
classmates, who then had a chance to cast their 

votes for their favorite contender.  
L–R: Jacob Vincent, Mary Harkins, Anna Grace 

Palmer, Omari Bryant, Lilli Devitt  
and Justice Crawford. 

Elementary School Principal for the Day Third-grader Daniel 
Murphy is all smiles as he assumes the role of Principal for the Day 

on Wednesday, March 15. After assisting Mrs. Gephart with morning 
announcements, Daniel used his temporary authority to grant extra 

recess time to his class. 

SK Teddy Bear Picnic Cathedral Associate Pastor Fr. José Cruz joins the 
senior kindergarten class—and their teddy bears—at a special picnic on 
Friday, Feb. 5. The party was a celebration at the conclusion of the class’ 
bears/hibernation unit and was a chance for students to bring their 
favorite stuff friends to share snack time. Pictured are Carley Pierce,  
Fr. José Cruz and Valon Momodu.

—Laura Rabb Hughes ’02, Advancement Coordinator
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ICCS Mock Trial Team Impresses  
in Courtroom
The Memphis and Shelby County Courthouse Court is an 
imposing structure. The building, designed by James Gamble 
Rogers, was completed in 1909. Female allegorical figures grace 
the cornices on the north façade representing Integrity, Courage. 
Mercy, Temperance, Prudence and Learning. Our own female 
high school students graced the marble halls of the Courthouse 
recently as members of our Mock Trial team. With decisions in 
their favor, they bested teams from St. Agnes, and Bolton only 
to have the decision come down in favor of their opponent, 
Westminster Academy, in the third round of competition.

As you enter for the proceedings, you are keenly aware of the 
room’s dark wood panels, the three chandeliers, and five wall 
sconces. A hard bench is offered for spectators while the jury 
and the attorneys sit in the finest leather chairs in what is known 
as “the well.”

You do come to realize though, that on this particular evening, 
the room is merely a stage for actors. A little comedic scene plays 
itself out. The practicing attorney, who is to sit as the judge, has 
to literally hop over the “bench,”—the elevated desk reserved 
for a presiding judge. On this night, at least, the key to the 
secret door where the judge usually enters is not available. With 
courtroom decorum re-established, the opening statements are 
made.

Our girls rise as court is called into session. Their jackets are 
buttoned, there are no scrunchies around ponytails, no neon 
headbands, and there is just the right amount of makeup to 
frame their serious faces. One girl has on the male power suit 
version, complete with tie, while another wears the tailored 
female power suit with a few strands of soft pearls to keep her 
opponents guessing as to her complicated demeanor. 

The case involves a house trailer fire and product liability. Our 
girls speak their parts from memory—they have been practicing 
since December—yet show great skill as they extemporize when 
challenged by opposing counsel. Our “witness” is costumed as a 
rodeo rider who, as the plaintiff, is the owner of the trailer. With 
her silver belt buckle and studded shirt, she certainly looks the 
part. When our team speaks, they are completely in character. 

On this night, I witnessed a team of my little IC Sisters who were 
prepared and convincing. I predict that some of these ladies will 
actually return to our revered Courthouse as members of the 
American Bar Association.  
 —Vicki Irwin Sampietro ’64, Director of Alumni Relations

Mock Trial Team Members L–R: Mildred Vazquez ’17, Brianna 
Terrell ’16, Jocelyn Vazquez ’16, Emmaline Ramierz ’17 and 
Daysha Chase ’16

ICCS Holds Annual 
Ecumenical Service
In celebration of the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity, ICCS students and faculty gathered in the 
Cathedral Thursday, Jan. 19 to participate in the 
school’s annual Ecumenical Service. Hosted by 
Cathedral rector Fr. Val Handwerker, the service 
is an occasion set aside for students to invite their 
faith leaders to celebrate unified prayer with the 
ICCS student body. Bishop Darryl D. Woodson, 
Pastor of El-Shaddai Pentecostal Church of Christ, 
delivered the sermon.  —Laura Rabb Hughes ’02



Orchids, Not Sticks

Spring always makes me smile, not because of the warmer weather or the fact that it means 

summer is just around the corner, but because of a conversation I had not too long ago with a 

stranger in the grocery store. Since the line was very long, the lady in front of me turned around 

and started a conversation. When she discovered I was a head of school, she replied, “Bless your 

heart, I could NEVER work with kids, especially the way they are today.” I just looked at her 

and said, “You only see the sticks, where I see the orchids.” She looked at me funny, so I went 

on to explain. “When orchids are growing, they look just like sticks in dirt. You really can’t tell 

what they are going to become until after you have taken good care of them. They require the 

right amount of water and sunlight. Too much and you can weaken the plant. Too little and 

the blooms will never mature. They have to be nurtured over a period of time. It is a subtle and 

gradual process that from such “sticks” beautiful flowers appear.” Students are like that. ICCS 

sees every child as a potential orchid; we nurture and educate not only the students’ minds, 

but also their hearts and spirits as well. It is this time of the year, spring, when we truly begin 

to see them blossom — seniors becoming young women, taking their next steps into college, 

kindergarteners becoming “big kids,” and 8th-graders maturing into high school students, ready 

for their next adventure known as high school. Our students grow bigger and better every year. 

It is a privilege to be a witness to the growth. So, I told the lady at the grocery store, “Bless your 

heart for only seeing sticks, when I know I walk among orchids every day.”  

 

—Robin McGarry Perry, ’89

Visit us at www.myiccs.org or 
facebook.com/ICCSMemphis

Your Kroger Purchases Can Benefit ICCS
Please sign up today for this easy way to help our parish school. 

Did you know that you can help ICCS earn money every time you shop at 
your local Kroger? Just register your Kroger Plus Card at www.kroger.com/
communityrewards and follow the simple steps below. ICCS will begin earning 
rewards every time you use your Kroger Plus Card when grocery shopping!

1. Click on Sign In or Create an Account 

2. Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account (if you don't have one).

3. Enter your Kroger Plus Card number or phone number.

4. On the next page, scroll to the bottom and click Enroll under Kroger 
Community Rewards.

5. Enter 11766. 

6. Select ICCS from the list and click Confirm. 

ICCS received $521 from the last quarter with just 85 families signed 
up! 

Already participating? Kroger Plus Cards MUST BE re-enrolled 
now! Simply sign-in to your account to re-enroll your Kroger Plus 
Card with ICCS.

National Honor Society 
Inducts Nine
The Marian Chapter of the National Honor 
Society welcomed nine new members at the 
annual induction ceremony held on March 10 in 
the Cathedral. Inductees included Karen Candia 
’16, Cara Dennis ’16, Anisa Lacey ’17, Madeline 
Kennell ’16, Shelby Pernell ’16, Emily Russotto 
’17, Vanessa Sauceda ’16, Heidi Stonecipher ’17 
and Mildred Vazquez ’17. The National Honor 
Society is open to juniors and seniors who have a 
minimum 3.5 cumulative GPA and are enrolled 
in at least three honors classes. 
 —Laura Rabb Hughes ’02


