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Faith in Our Future Public 
Campaign Kicks Off Feb. 6

Fr. Val Handwerker (L) and Bishop J. Terry Steib S.V.D. don 
sunglasses to celebrate the Cathedral campus' bright future 
at the Faith in Our Future public kickoff on Feb. 6.

ICCS freshmen Heidi Stonecipher (L) and Mildred Vasquez 
serve muffaletta sandwiches to guests at the Annual Mardi 
Gras Dinner Auction held on March 1 in the school gym. 

March 1 Mardi Gras Dinner 
Auction Bene!ts ICCS Students

      More than 300 school families, parishioners and alumni 
braved frigid temperatures and snow !urries to pack Marian 
Hall on Feb. 6 for the festive public kicko" of the Faith in Our 
Future campaign.      
     “#is tremendous turnout from our school and parish 
community on a very cold evening is a testimony to the 
value the IC community places on educating our students,” 
Cathedral rector Fr. Val Handwerker said. 
     #ere was much to celebrate that wintry night. A$er 
welcoming  the crowd, Fr. Val announced that more than $5.2 
million in pledges and gi$s had been made toward the Faith 
in Our Future $6.5 million goal during the campaign’s quiet 
phase. (#e current total is $5,427,235).
     Of particular note, he said, was that $1 million was 
donated early in the campaign by an organization a%liated 
with another faith. “#eir interest in our school and their 
commitment show that others outside the Cathedral campus 
recognize the important role of ICCS in Memphis education."
                                                                      (Continued on page 2)

     Nearly 400 supporters of Immaculate Conception 
Cathedral School attended the Annual Mardi Gras Dinner 
Auction on March 1.
     #e popular event, which features a Cajun bu"et, cocktails, 
live music, dancing, and hundreds of silent and live auction 
items, netted $40,000 to bene&t the school.
     Our largest annual fundraisng event, Mardi Gras proceeds 
are allocated toward school operating expenses not covered by 
tuition. 
     #ank you to all the donors and to the many hardworking  
parent and high school student volunteers who made this 
event possible. 
     Special thanks to our generous Gold Event Sponsor, Crone 
& McEvoy, PLC Attorneys-at-Law; and to our Purple Event 
Sponsors Midtown Eye Care; ANF Architects, #e Redwing 
Group and Parker Uniforms.

ICCS is now registering for 2014-15.
Call (901) 435-5344 for admissions information.



2 Mercy News

Bishop Steib echoed Fr. Val’s statements.
     “#is cathedral represents all that a 
cathedral is meant to be” he said.  
“#is is an active, thriving and growing  
parish and school community.”
    In the earlier, "quiet" stage of 
the campaign, Faith in Our Future 
leadership worked to gain major 
!nancial support from individual and 
foundation donors. 
     "rough these preliminary gi#s, 
$1.1 million in improvements and 
renovations were made to existing 
school buildings last summer. 
     While leadership will continue to 
pursue major donations, the focus 
of the general phase will be to raise 
$1 million from parishioners, school 

parents and alumni. 
     Volunteer leadership in the parish 
and school who have made their own 
campaign commitments are currently 
holding small group meetings to 
encourage others to make a gi# or 
pledge. 
     More information on the Faith in 
Our Future campaign is available on 
both the Cathedral and school websites 
or by calling June LaPorta, Cathedral 
campus director of advancement and 
communications, at 435-5345 or
 june.laporta@ic.cdom.org

Winning "Mathletes": The ICCS 8th-grade Math Team shows off their !rst-place 
medals and team trophy after winning their division at the Memphis Catholic 
Math Challenge on March 1.  The team competed against students from 47 
Memphis-area Catholic schools  to claim the title.  The competition included 
individual math problems to solve as well as a group construction problem.  L-R: 
Grace Martin, Jack Bran, Luca Conti, Judy Wieland.  

ICCS junior Anna Trinh Nguyen 
displays her artwork"Conserve Energy, 
Save the World," that was the winning 
entry in the  high school division of 
MLGW's student poster contest.  
Anna was recognized at an award 
presentation with the MLGW Board of 
Commissioners on April 1. 

'Faith in Our Future' continued from page 1

Seniors Mary Yarbrough (L) and Kaitlyn 
Greenwood distribute Faith in Our 
Future stickers to guests at the Feb. 6 
campaign kickoff.
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     “You can learn a lot on Facebook,” 
says ICCS senior Hayley Shaver.  
Hayley’s dad Bryan worked for 
Mississippi State Senator David Parker’s 
2013 election campaign and remained 
Facebook friends with the senator a$er 
the election.  
     Senator Parker recalled meeting 
Hayley during the campaign and 
suggested she might enjoy a week as a 
senatorial page at the Capitol building 
in Jackson.
     But knowing Parker personally 
provided no competitive edge to the 
ICCS senior. Hayley was required 
to provide information on her GPA 
and community service and school 
leadership records as part of the 
application process. 
     She learned in January that she had 
been chosen and headed to Jackson on 
the &rst day of the second semester at 
ICCS.
     Once she arrived, Hayley was 
immediately impressed with the 
grandeur of the Capitol. “#e &rst day, 
we had a tour,” she says. “I hadn’t been 
there since a &eld trip when I was little. 

#e rotunda, with marble pillars and 
staircases, was just beautiful.”
     A$erwards, she and 11 other 
pages  had only one day to familiarize 
themselves with the senators’ seating 
chart and organize legislative papers for 
the following day. 
     Pages were assigned to senators 
based on the pages’ home counties, and 
the 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. workday proved 
to be a challenging one.
     “I worked for Senator Parker, but was 
generally there to assist anybody in the 
chamber,” Hayley says. 
     And then there were the stairs. Pages 
are not permitted to ride the elevators, 
which are reserved for senators, 
lobbyists and other guests.
    “We walked everywhere,” Hayley 
says,   “And that building is four stories 
high. We were always ready to &nd a 
back way to get where we needed to go.”  
     But her most stunning discovery as 
a page was the amount of lobbying that 
took place. 
     “Lobbyists would bring us things to 
give to the senators. One lobby group 
brought dozens of king cakes, which we 

had to distribute to each senator,” she 
says. “We thought the lobbyists were 
great at &rst. #ey o"ered us food and 
things to drink." But by the end of the 
week, we tried to pass them without 
making eye contact; they’d always give 
us pamphlets to give to the senators, 
and give us their whole speech.  I’d try 
to tell them, ‘I’m just a senate page. I’m 
only here for the week,’ but they would 
keep on talking.”
       #rough all the stair climbing, 
long days and the deluge of lobbyists, 
Hayley says she is grateful she had the 
opportunity to serve as a page. 
     “I’m very glad I did it.  I met people 
from all over the state, got to talk to the 
senators about where they were from, 
what courses they took in college, and 
what we wanted to do with our lives.”  
     While she found the legislators to be 
very engaging and encouraging about a 
political career, she stops short of saying 
she has political aspirations  “I’m not 
sure I’d want to actually be a politician,” 
she says. “But I really liked all of the 
behind-the scenes things that go along 
with it.”

ICCS Senior Serves as Page at Mississippi State Capitol
By Sally Hermsdorfer
High School Principal

ICCS senior Hayley Shaver was selected as one of a dozen pages to serve for one week at the Capitol in Jackson, Mississippi 
last January. She is pictured with Lieutenant Governor Tate Reeves (L) and DeSoto County State Senator David Parker.  
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The kindergarten class spent time with MPD of!cers last month to celebrate 
Community Helpers Week.  Community Helpers Week provides students the 
opportunity to meet and learn about public service workers. 

Twelve students received the thrid-quarter Wildcat Award at the elementary and 
middle school award ceremony last month. Students who are recognized with 
the Wildcat Award embody what it means to be an ICCS student. These students 
model good behavior for their classmates, are helpful without being asked, 
show kindness toward others and, above all, follow Christ’s servant-leadership 
example. L-R from Back Row:  Bella Marchese, Andy Oswald, Lauren Taylor, 
Natalie Johnson, Anthony Tuggle, Caleb Woods, Nadim Khozaum, Madison 
Kjellin, Kalthum Othow, Ashton Hudson, Stephen Stearnes, Angeline Dalal.

Fifth-graders Gretchen Nunnelee and 
Amir Khouzam use manipulatives in 
music to learn about the different 
sections of the orchestra.


