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ICCS senior Briana Brown, New Ballet Ensemble receive White 
House Youth Program Award from First Lady Michelle Obama   
     On Monday, Nov. 10, Immaculate Conception Cathedral 
School senior Briana Brown joined a privileged group of just 
12 young people from across the country to share the stage 
with First Lady Michelle Obama at the White House to accept 
the National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Award. 
     Briana represented the New Ballet Ensemble, along with 
NBE director Katie Smythe. 
     A!er attending the award ceremony, the two returned to 
Memphis on Tuesday, Nov. 11 and were featured on WREG 
TV 3's "Live at 9" program, where they were interviewed by  
hosts Mary Beth Conley and Alex Coleman. 
     Briana, who began attending the NBE at the age of 7, 
appeared in the Nut Remix production earlier this month

at the Cannon Center. 
     "e Youth Program Award recognizes the country’s best 
creative youth development programs for using engagement 
in the arts and the humanities to increase academic 
achievement, graduation rates, and college enrollment. First 
presented in 1998, the National Arts and Humanities Youth 
Program Award is the signature program of the President’s 
Committee on the Arts and the Humanities (PCAH). 
     "e awards are presented annually in partnership with 
the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), the National 
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), and the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services (IML).

Left: Briana Brown'15 (middle) and New Ballet Ensemble director Katie Smythe (R) accept the National Arts and 
Humanities Youth Program Award from First Lady Michelle Obama at a Nov. 10  ceremony at The White House. 
Right: Briana poses with fellow dancer and ICCS student Aza Palazola after a recent New Ballet performance.
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Middle school choir completes second tour
     A!er completing their second musical tour on November 21 that included 
performances in Jackson, Miss. and New Orleans, La., the ICCS Treble Makers are 
becoming seasoned travelers.
     Accompanied by choir director Linzie Mullins and principal Karen Gephart, the 38 
student singers performed at an Episcopal School and two Catholic churches in two 
days — and also made time for taking in the local sights.  "e trip, Mrs. Mullins said, 
"was a huge success." 
     In Jackson, the group visited St. Andrew's Episcopal school, where they sang in 
the auditorium for middle school students before joining the 6th-grade choir for 
their rehearsal.  "We sang for the choir and then had them sing us a few songs," Mrs. 
Mullins said. 
      Exploring the Jackson Zoo was next on the agenda before heading to New Orleans, 
where they took in more sights before their two singing engagements. 
     New Orleans performances included the Saturday Mass at Our Lady of the Rosary 
Catholic Church and Sunday Mass at St. Mary Assumption Church-St. Alphonsus 
Parish, where students viewed holy relics and a shrine that included a relic of the True 
Cross and the Holy Shroud.
     Among their stops in the Big Easy were Mardi Gras World, where #oats for the 
famous parade are made and repaired; the Riverwalk Mall; the aquarium; and the 
world-famous Cafe Du Monde.  
     Just a week a!er returning from a whirlwind trip with nearly 40 students, the choir 
director was none the worse for wear. "We are already planning choir tour 2015," Mrs. 
Mullins said.     

(L-R): Olivia Bran, Lilly Cloyd and Mary Harkins get into the Mardi Gras spirit 
during the middle school choir's musical tour of New Orleans. 

Did you know that ICCS is one 
of the few Memphis-area schools 
that teaches Mindfulness in the 
lower grades? Even our youngest 
students are learning better 
concentration skills through 
this class. In the photo above, 
our Mindfulness instructor Mrs. 
Suzanne Martin '78 uses bubbles 
to teach concentration skills to the 
senior kindergarten class. Students 
remained totally quiet, focusing 
on the bubbles as they !oated 
down to the !oor. Mrs. Martin said 
the children were so quiet and 
concentrated so well they actually 
could hear the sound of a bubble 
bursting.

Please save your Box Tops for our 
school. An envelope to place them 
in is located on the bookcase in the 
Narthex. Thank you!
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Commercial Appeal recognizes three ICCS seniors 

     !e Commercial Appeal newspaper recently bestowed 
Academic All-Stars honors upon three ICCS seniors. 
      Hadley Eyre Cavender, Kaitlyn Greenwood and Sophia 
Galella were each named to the CA's Academic All-Stars 
program in the respective categories of art, math, and English 
and literature. 
     "eir awards bring to $ve the number of ICCS seniors 
who have been named Academic All-Stars this academic year.  
Selena Foster and Marnique Turner were honored in fall 2014. 

       Designed to identify and recognize outstanding high school 
students in the Memphis metro area for excellence in academics, 
leadership and community service, the All-Stars program is 
open to all metro-area high school students. Candidates are 
nominted by their schools and honorees are selected by a panel 
of local college admissions professionals. 
     Because the pool of nominees is a large one, it is especially 
noteworthy for a smaller school to have multiple students 
chosen for the All-Stars recognition within one academic year.       

Hadley Eyre Cavender '15 Kaitlyn Greenwood '15

Immaculate Conception Cathedral School's High School Makes Top Five 

NICHE 2015 List of Best Private Memphis-Area High Schools

Sophia Galella '15

Five ICCS seniors named Academic All-Stars this academic year

ICCS's high school ranked number 4 in Memphis! 

Best Private High Schools ranks 3,880 high schools based on key student statistics and

 more than 120,000 opinions from 16,000 students and parents. 

A high ranking indicates that the school is an exceptional academic institution 

with a diverse set of high-achieving students who rate their experience very highly.



4 Mercy News

     ICCS's Black and White Masquerade 
— formerly Mardi Gras — is set for 6-11 
pm, Saturday, Feb. 7 in the school gym. 
  "e name has changed but the 
festivities and fun haven't.  
     As always, there will be an all-you-
can-eat gourmet bu%et, lots of great 
bidding items in the silent and live 
auctions, a cash bar, music and more.  
Tickets are $40 in advance, $45 at the 
door.
  Our favorite meterologist, Channel 
5's Ron Childers, will be back to lead 
the live auction, and our own Chef 
Anthony Terrell is ready to prepare 
another outstanding meal. 
      As always, we are seeking interesting 
items for the silent and live auctions as 
well as sponsors to o%set costs.  
  For more information, call the 
Advancement O&ce at 435-5325 or 
email events@myiccs.org

Save the date: 
Saturday, Feb. 7

ICCS elementary school students performed a musical reenactment of the 
birth of Christ for parents and other guests on Monday, Dec. 15 in The 
Cathedral. 

IC parishioner Norma "Charlie" 
Brown played Mrs. Claus for our 
younger students during a recent 
school visit. 


