
Mercy Week 2015
! e great feast that unites the Mercy world is Mercy 
Day. Its origin dates back to Sept. 24, 1827 when 
Mother Catherine McAuley opened the House on 
Baggot Street in Dublin, Ireland, and founded the 
Religious Order of the Sisters of Mercy. ! e convent 
on York Avenue still stands as a reminder of the 
years Immaculate Conception Cathedral School was 
served by the Sisters of Mercy. 
Our week-long campus celebration culminated with 
an all-school Mass and Hall of Fame Induction. 
Younger students collected essential personal items 
for the residents of the Dorothy Day House. Our 
high school girls fanned out into the community 
providing hands-on service to several charities and 
non-pro" ts. Teachers incorporated the history of 
the Sisters of Mercy into their daily lesson plans. 
! e liturgical music this year re# ected the beautiful 
sacred song, “Circle of Mercy” presented by our 
Schola Cantorum. 
Some 100 guests were served lunch by our high 
school ambassadors and witnessed the induction of 
the 2015 Hall of Fame. Each inductee was honored 
with a tribute read by an ambassador. 

Alumni gathered to re# ect about their own days 
on the campus. Fr. Val Handwerker, IC Cathedral 
rector, estimated that the Wills family alone counted 
for 86 years of attendance on our campus. 
Betty and Joe Barnett, both classmates from 1945, 
were on hand to support the induction of their 
niece, Claire Haaga Altman ’66. ! eir other niece, 
Kathy Haaga ’68 accepted the award on behalf of 
her sister who lives in New York City. ! e Barnetts 
were accompanied by two of their daughters who 
graduated from ICCS, Claire ’74 and Caroline ’77. 
Emily Russotto ’17 joined her aunt and inductee, 
Maria Quaranta Wood ’68 at the head table. Jerri 
Garavelli’s husband, mother, sister and brother were 
on hand to support her. Two tables were " lled with 
Sharon and Jerry Fleischut’s family. Karla Redditte’s 
parents, aunts, and friends from her church 
welcomed her home from Richmond,Virginia, 
where she is a news anchor for the NBC a$  liate. 
Coming together to celebrate our legacy in the 
Mercy tradition is now an annual event. We look 
forward to participating in the Jubilee Year of Mercy 
set forth by Pope Francis. We hope you will join us. 

ICCS students congratulate Karla Redditte ‘96 (center) after the Hall of Fame Induction held in Marian Hall on Sept. 24. One 
of three alumni honored for exemplifying Mercy values, Ms. Redditte was recognized for being an outstanding role model to 
young women. With her are L-R Jenna Damore, Jocelyn Vazquez, Cara Walton, Brianna Terrell, Tessa Ryan and Vanesa Sauceda.
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 2015 Hall of Fame 
Inductees

Service to the Faith 

Sharon Ritten Fleischut 
‘56 

Dr. Gordon Wills 
(posthumously) 

Service to the School 

Jerri Garavelli 

Service to the 
Community 

Claire Haaga Altman ‘66 

Maria Quaranta Wood 
‘68 

Role Model for Women 

Karla Redditte ‘96

This is the time 

of mercy. It is 

important that 

the lay faithful 

live it and 

bring it into 

different social 

environments. 

Go forth!

—Pope Francis 
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High School Preview Day Emphasizes 
ICCS Sisterhood
“When sisters stand shoulder to shoulder, who can stand against us?”
! e quote by Australian poet Pam Brown was the theme of 
ICCS’s high school preview day, which took place October 7. 
Eighth-grade girls from schools around the Diocese arrived 
to a cheering welcome from current ICCS “sisters.” A% er brief 
introductions in Marian Hall, the girls were led by student am-
bassadors to visit classrooms and learn about ICCS’s curriculum.
In Mrs. Shockley’s psychology class, they tried (and failed!) 
to catch a dollar bill dropped by their partner, a lesson on the 
speed of neural transmission. By making catapults during Mrs. 
Baucke’s math demonstration, parabolic equations came to life 
as the girls sent tootsie rolls # ying across the room. ! rough the 
# ame and smoke in the science lab, Mr. Reed and Mrs. Stearnes 
emphasized that everything we see, feel, smell and taste is the 
result of a chemical reaction. ! e subtle message Mr. Reed 
wants students to take away from chemistry is that God reveals 
himself in all of creation. ICCS’s college counselor, Mrs. Clark, 
assured the girls that she’ll be with them every step of the way as 
they explore and select a college, and Coach Jett invited them to 
choose one of the many sports ICCS has to o& er.
A visit to the Cathedral for Morning Prayer service showed the 
visitors that faith is central to who we are at ICCS. All gathered 
in Marian Hall for lunch and a talk by alumna Susan Whalen 
’73, where she shared how ICCS’s sisterhood has helped de" ne 
her life and how important ICCS sisters are to her even today.

All girls who are interested in attending ICCS for high school, 
are welcome to sign up for a shadow visit day. We will pair them 
with someone in the high school with similar interests and they 
can experience “a day in the life of an ICCS girl!”
! e High School Placement Test will be given on our campus on 
Saturday, Dec. 5. To register, visit www.myiccs.org or call Cathy 
Armstrong at 901-435-5344. —Cathy Armstrong, Director 
of Admissions

ICCS High school student ambassadors visit with 8th-grade girls from 
St. Louis School during a Preview Day smoothie break.

First-graders brought baked goods to the 
construction workers to thank them for 
their hard work on our new Cathedral Center.

Third-graders have been learning about being 
good citizens as well as good friends to one 

another. Memphis Police Department Sgt. 
Covington and Major Dana Sampietro ‘85 

recently brought Anthony,the newest addition to 
the MPD canine unit, to visit the class. Anthony, a 

trained bloodhound in search and rescue cases, 
made plenty of new friends at ICCS.

Around the campus
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Class Reunions 
1975 
! e Class of 1975 celebrated their 40th reunion with a full 
weekend of activities.
During their campus visit, the alumni were astonished to see 
the new Cathedral Center taking shape over what once was 
their recess blacktop.
To commemorate their reunion year, the class made a donation 
to the Sisters Scholarship Fund, founded by Debbie Smith 
Meyers ’75 in memory of her mother Katie McConnell Smith, 
her aunt Jean McDonnell Oberstee. ! e scholarship also honors 
Debbie’s aunt, June McConnell Rodgers, and is dedicated to the 
Sisters of Mercy whose in# uence followed Debbie during her 
high school years and beyond.

1985 Grade School
Grade school alumni from the Class of 1985 celebrated their 
30th eighth-grade graduation with dinner on the Atrium. 
! ey were astonished to see the transformation of their “recess 
blacktop” where the new Cathedral Center is taking shape. 

Apparently, they used the black top for many unsanctioned 
football games. 

Annual All-Class Reunion
Bangkok Alley owner Dottie Cull ’75 hosted nearly 150 alumna 
at her restaurant on Sept. 17 for the annual All-Class Reunion. 

Inaugural ICChick Scramble a Success
Alumni NewsAlumni News

From left, Dick Magevney ’57, Steve White and Linton Young ’56, turned in 
a good score, but the team lead by Monica Zanone ’85 won the tournament.

! e golf tournament was very well organized and much fun! ! e format allowed for golfers of all skill levels. Of course, the very 
reasonably priced mulligans helped! ! e prizes and gi% s were great and carried the ICCS tie in. Refreshments were served on the 
course! ! e following brunch (and bloodies) were terri" c. But the best part of the experience was the way the ICCS sta&  and volunteers 
ran the a& air—very well planned and executed, very upbeat/positive/ happy/fun attitudes! Great cause, great fun and well worth it!! —
Linton Young ’56

From left, Bridget Sullivan ’96, Emily Sullivan ’03 and Mary Kathleen 
Sullivan Scott ‘00



Change

No doubt many of us share the memory of our moms reaching into their pocketbooks for 

that little bit of change one could spend at the store. Yes, moms used to carry pocketbooks not 

backpacks. Or, perhaps, it is a memory of a grandfather departing a% er a holiday visit o& ering 

that shiny Kennedy dollar as a good-bye gi% . “Change” can bring up other memories as well as 

those more tangible like the seasons of the year or a marriage or a death in the family or, like for 

me, taking a new position at my beloved alma mater. 

As I begin my second year as Head of School, change is all around me on the campus. ! e new 

Cathedral Central is taking shape. ! e steel girders and concrete # oors o& er a foretaste of a 

building bursting with activity. It is our latest symbol of our supporters’ generosity and spirit. It 

is our latest symbol of our shared mission with our community. It is change that celebrates our 

aspirations and goals. 

It is with great pride as an alumna to be a part of this change—this progress—as we continue to 

reach our potential as a parish and school community. Our look is changing, but our dedication 

and perseverance to live out our Mercy values remains steady. 

Please stop by my o$  ce sometime and let’s walk about together and witness this change…

something new happens every day. —Robin McGarry Perry, ’89

Popovers 
are back!

Christian Brothers High 
School archivist Brother 

Joel McGraw knows a thing 
or two about tradition as 

he greets Mrs. Perry, “ The 
ICCHICKS are here for a 

visit.” The iconic popover 
is again part of the high 

school uniform.

Please consider a gift to our school’s 
Baggot Street Annual Fund.

All funds generated go to the school’s educational 
and spiritual curriculum.

www.myiccs.org/baggot-street-fund

Blessing of the Animals
In celebration of the feast day of St. Francis, ICCS fi rst and third grade religion 
classes participated in a Blessing of the Animals on Thursday, Oct. 8. They 
discussed God’s gifts of creation, St. Francis as model of care for creation, and his 
love for the poor. They thanked God for the comfort and happiness our furry friends 
bring us, called to mind those children who live in places that have a need for 
peace and playfulness, and asked God’s blessing on them and us.

Visit us at www.myiccs.org or 
facebook.com/ICCSMemphis


