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For two years, Class of 1964 alumnae Linda Deming 
Bond, Becky Crawford Williams and Mary Ann Cianciola 
Trainor have gathered with ICCS high school students every 
Wednesday during the school lunch hour to pray the rosary.  

"Mother Mary asked that we pray the rosary," said Linda  
Bond, "We want our girls to develop this devotion, and we 
really enjoy praying with them."

Participation is voluntary, but each week as many as 20 
students — some faiths other than Catholic — forego their 
regular lunch period to join the alumnae in Marian Hall for 
The Queen of Peace Rosary Group. 

The girls bring their lunch, except for one Wednesday each 
month when the alumnae treat their young IC sisters to pizza 
or sandwiches and homemade deserts. "The meals are just 
a little something extra they enjoy doing for the girls," said 
ICCS director of alumni relations Vicki Irwin Sampietro '64, 
"It's another way they can connect with them."

The number of students who have joined the rosary group 
has amazed the alumnae who weren't sure at first how many 
girls would give up their lunch time to pray. 

"It speaks volumes," Bond said about the students' 
participation.  "Faith is obviously as strong here now as it was 
50 years ago when we were students."

Georjina Estupinan '15, a regular participant, said that she 
looks forward to Wednesdays, when she can pray and visit 
with the women she considers mentors. 

"I feel very blessed to be asked to pray for others' intentions 
when we are reciting the rosary together.  I have learned so 
much from these ladies."

The success of the rosary group sparked the idea among 
the alumnae to provide their IC sisters with the gift of rosary 
beads. But they also wanted the beads to be unique to their 
alma mater and The Queen of Peace Rosary Group.                                  
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Left: Georjina Estupinan '15 accepts a set of rosary beads from Linda Deming Bond '64. Right: Fr. Jose Cruz blesses 
the rosary beads that alumni presented as gifts to all ICCS high school students. Angelli Bagatcholon '18 assists.

Alumnae provide younger 'IC sisters' with lasting memories 
and connections through gift of custom-made rosary beads 
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Three ICCS Seniors Receive Academic All-Stars Recognition
Seniors Georgette Redmond, Mary Yarbrough and Anna Trinh Nguyen were recently added to the growing list of ICCS 

seniors earning Academic All-Star honors from The Commercial Appeal.
The students were recognized in the respective categories of general scholarship, science, and art. Their accolades bring to 

eight the number of ICCS seniors who have been named Academic All-Stars this academic year.  Selena Foster and Marnique 
Turner were honored in fall 2014, followed by  Hadley Cavender, Kaitlyn Greenwood and Sophia Galella. 

Designed to identify and recognize outstanding high school students in the Memphis metro area for excellence in academics, 
leadership and community service, the All-Stars program is open to all metro-area high school students. Candidates are 
nominted by their schools and honorees are selected by a panel of local college admissions professionals.                 

Georgette Redmond '15 Mary Yarbrough '15 Anna Trinh Nguyen '15

Pictured above are the specially 
designed rosary beads that three 
Class of 1964 alumnae gave as gifts 
to all ICCS high school students.

 Reaching out to the ICCS Advancement Office for assistance, the three classmates 
worked to design beads that the students would cherish.  While it took months for 
the special rosaries to be produced and delivered, the alumnae were touched with the 
result. 

On Tuesday, Jan. 13,  Bond, Trainor and Williams joined the high school student 
body in The Cathedral for their weekly Mass, after which Fr. Jose Cruz blessed the 
custom-made rosaries. The three women then presented the gift to each girl.

  With the Mercy cross on one side of the centerpiece and the Immaculate Heart 
of  Mary on the back, the beads represent to the students the special connection they 
have to the school and with their IC sisters. 

 "I'm going away for college," said senior Mary Yarbrough. "And I know there are 
going to be times when I'll be homesick and scared.  That's when I'll take out my 
rosaries and know that my IC sisters care about me. This means so much to me."

Head of school Robin Perry '89 spoke to the girls after Mass, stressing that IC girls 
remain connected to each other for life, regardless of their graduation years.  

"Every time you pull out the rosary, know that somewhere your IC sisters are 
praying for you," she said.  "It does not matter if we have been best friends; it is not 
relevant if we spent a majority of our high school time together.  All that is important, 
all that is true is that we are sisters, united by ICCS, and we will remain sisters, no 
matter what the future may hold for us."   

Rosary, Continued from Cover

_____________________________________
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L-R: ICCS parents Jennifer Gerstner, Michelle Ryan and Jodi Barron enjoy the festivities at the school's first Black 
and White Masquerade Dinner Auction on Saturday, Feb. 7. (Right) Special Guest Auctioneer Ron Childers  and 
Fr. Val Handwerker exchange banter during the live auction, which included an Italian dinner prepared by Fr. Val.

More than 350 Partygoers Attend Elegant Black and White 
Masquerade Dinner Auction to Benefit School

More than 350 alumni, school parents, Cathedral parishioners and other friends of ICCS enjoyed live music, dancing and 
a gourmet buffet at the school's Black and White Masquerade Dinner Auction held on Saturday, Feb. 7 in the school gym.
Organized by ICCS parents, the gala raised approximately $40,000 for the school. 

This was the first year the Black and White Masquerade replaced the former Mardi Gras theme featured at the school's 
past dinner auctions. "We thought it would be fun to try something a little different, a little more elegant," event co-chair 
Taunya Falkner said. 

The change was an obvious hit, with the majority of guests sporting dressy black and white attire. Many got into the full 
spirit of the evening and showed up wearing black or white masks.

Falkner and co-chair Tracy Hines, both second-grade parents, led a dedicated committee of elementary and high school 
parents that created the fun and profitable evening that included an array of silent and live auction items up for bidding.
    Channel 5 weatherman Ron Childers once again volunteered his talents, sales skills and humor to lead a spirited live 
auction for items ranging from Fr. Val's Italian Dinner for eight to a basketball autographed by the entire Memphis Grizzlies 
team. 

 Head of school Robin Perry '89 was pleased with the guest turnout and specfically noted the number of alumni who 
attended to support their alma mater. "Alums are talking about it on Facebook, and many are already making plans to attend 
this year," she said.

The dinner auction is the school's largest fundraiser.  Event profits are used to bridge the gap between tuition and the 
actual cost of school operations to help keep tuition affordable for ICCS families.       
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MIDTOWN EYE CARE

ICCS Students' Photography Featured at 2015 MCA Exhibit

ICCS elementary principal Karen 
Gephart congratulates Jackson 
Everett after he placed first in  the 
elementary  division for his "Wiggling  
Branches" photograph.

ICCS students had a chance to show their photography talents at the Annual 
Photography Contest and Exhibit held in Memphis College of Art's Rust Gallery 
on Tuesday, Feb. 10. 

The photos remained on display at MCA through February 12 and will be 
available for viewing on the ICCS campus beginning the week of Feb. 16. 
   Students competed in grade divisions, with prizes ranging from a $7,000 
scholarship to MCA to gift certificates at the Art Center. MCA faculty served as 
judges.
    The two highest awards, the Grand Prize and Docent's Choice, were awarded 
to Emily Truong '18, who took top honors with her "Cart" photograph, and Chloe 
Hassinger '18, who won the Docent's Choice Award for her untitled photograph.  
Both students received a $7,000 scholarship to MCA.
    Winning the Elementary Division were kindergarten student Jackson Everett, 
First place; and fifth-grader Estelle Ryan, Second Place. 
     Middle Division winners were Zoe Walls, seventh grade, First Place; Vincent 
Perkins, sixth grade, Second Place; and Sarah Pratt, seventh grade, Honorable 
Mention. 
   Taking high school awards were Grace Berry '16, First Place; Alexia Gonzalez 
'17, Second Place; and Shelby Pernell '16, Honorable Mention.

The Photography Exhibit is coordinated by ICCS art teacher Meghan 
Watermeier.                          


