
The entire ICCS student body, parishioners, and guests celebrated the May Crowning ceremony led by Bishop Martin D. Holley, 
D.D. in the Cathedral on Tuesday, May 1. 

One of the oldest Catholic traditions, the May Procession custom of placing a crown of fresh flowers on Mary's head reminds 
children that the Blessed Mother Mary, while not the redeemer, played an important role in salvation history and is the "queen of 
heaven."  

In his homily, Bishop Holley reminded students that although May is the month set aside to honor the Blessed Mother, they 
should look to Mary as a role model every day. 

Each year at ICCS, a senior girl who has demonstrated integrity and devotion to the faith of the Church is selected to lead the 
procession and place the crown on the Blessed Mother statue in the Cathedral.  Attendants include two 8th-graders who are 
recent confirmands and two 2nd-graders who have prepared for their First Communion.  

This year, senior Danielle Jones placed the crown and was joined by 8th-grade attendants Elizabeth Fowlkes and Jared Chambers 
and 2nd-graders Gabby Glankler and Alex Rojas. 
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Bishop Holley Leads ICCS's May Crowning Ceremony 

Left: Bishop Martin Holley leads prayer during the May Crowning Ceremony on May 1. From left: Deacon Alan Crone, Luke 
Gerstner, Rev. Fr. Yoelvis Gonzalez, Parochial Vicar.  Right: Students present flowers to be blessed before they are placed on 
Mary. From Back: Danielle Jones '18, Alex Rojas, Gabby Glankler, Jared Chambers, Elizabeth "Lizzie" Fowlkes.

To learn more about the ICCS Advantage and how your child could benefit from a Catholic education, 
please visit our website at myiccs.org or call our Admissions Office at (901) 435-5344.
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How long have you been teaching at 
ICCS? 

This is my second year.

Did you always plan to teach or was 
there another career you considered?

I briefly considered going into nursing or 
radiology, with a focus in ultrasound, but 
otherwise I have always wanted to teach. 
I have been fortunate to be surrounded 
by amazing role models in this field, 

especially my mom. 

What is your favorite thing about 
teaching at ICCS?

My favorite things about teaching at 
ICCS are the respect and support from 
administration, the friendships and 
teamwork with other teachers, fun children, 
and very cooperative and supportive parents.  I also love the diversity. 

What would be your best advice to a new pre-K teacher?

Plan more than you could possibly do in a day and be willing to be flexible. Be firm, fair, and consistent — but move of all, show 
love.

Besides their studies, what lessons or values do you focus on teaching the children in your class?

God loves each of you and made you special, respect for each other, and love comes in every color. We work on self-help skills, 
problem solving skills, and fine motor skills.  We learn ways to care for our school and community, arts and crafts, and love of 
learning through a wide variety of opportunities. We learn about mindfulness — paying attention on purpose. We basically 
learn through music, art, and play about the world around us. Every lesson is based around the world God created and the many 
things He provides for us. 

What hobbies or activities are you involved in outside work? What are some "fun facts" people might not know?

I enjoy all kinds of music, especially Christian, country, and children's music.  I enjoy reading, writing and memorizing poetry. 

I do prison ministry through God Behind Bars and go weekly with an amazing team. We pray with them and type up their 
prayer requests to send to other prayer partners. Recently, we launched life groups, kind of like small bible study groups, and I 
am helping coach three of these groups. 

I have coached Special Olympics for 28 years as a volunteer.  I mostly coach volleyball and help with power lifting. In 2003, I 
took a team of athletes from across Tennessee to the World Games in Dublin, Ireland.  We competed in volleyball and finished 
second behind China. 

Teacher Spotlight:  Joy Copous, Pre-K3

ICCS Pre-K3 teacher Joy Copous (L) with student Hope Coughlin and Pre-K3 
assistant Colleen Fitzgerald. 



3Mercy News

Running for Faith:  Students from Pre-K through upper school participated in the school's Third Annual Run for Faith on 
Friday, April 27, raising more than $5,000 for ICCS's Baggot Street Annual Fund. Each student asked friends and relatives to 
sponsor them with a pledge and ran a course on the school campus.  The run also included competitions between students 
in grade categories based on who ran the most laps. After running, everyone enjoyed lunch outside.  Left photo: Hayley 
Stevens, Alex Reynolds, Addison Epps, Alex Rojas. Right photo:  Evelyn Gerstner. 

ICCS Junior Selected for Tennessee 
Governor's Summer Arts Program

Ashley Webster '19 is pictured with her first-place entry 
in the Memphis Teach-in art competition last Sept. 

Junior Ashley Webster has been accepted to the 2018 summer 
program at the Tennessee Governor's School for the Arts in 
Murfreesboro, Tenn.  

The four-week, highly selective residency program was founded in 
1984 by former Governor Lamar Alexander to provide high school 
students gifted in music, visual art, theatre, dance, and filmmaking 
an opportunity to study with faculty from some of the most 
prestigious arts schools in the nation including Yale, Julliard, and 
Eastman.  

More than 1400 students from across the state apply for the 
program each January for one of 230 scholarships. Awards are 
announced after a rigorous admission process that includes 
auditions or submissions of portfolios and interview. 
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ICCS Juniors Awarded Remmert Scholarship 
For the second consecutive year, Lisbeth Morales '19 and Olivia Stonecipher '19 
were awarded the Herman Albert and Bernice Agnes Remmert Scholarship. 

The $1700 award was established through the diocese for rising junior or seniors 
with career plans in government, business, science, art or engineering. Recipients 
are selected based on GPA, essay, and school recommendation.

Lisbeth carries a 4.3 GPA while enrolled in every honors and AP course possible 
at ICCS. She is a member of the campus ministry team and was one of two ICCS 
students selected by faculty to attend the Hugh O'Brien Leadership Program. A 
future engineer, she attended the Naval Academy STEM Program and Christian 
Brothers University's summer program for women engineers. Lisbeth is a Student 
Ambassador as well as a volunteer for the Cathedral parish's Room in the Inn and 
Haiti ministry and also volunteers for Catholic Charities.  She is vice president of 
ICCS's National Honor Society chapter and a member of the Beta Club, French 
Club, and Environmental Club.

Olivia is enrolled in the most rigorous AP and Honors courses at ICCS and 
currently holds a 4.3 GPA.  She is a National Honor Society member, founder and 
president of the Spanish Club, and a Knowledge Bowl team member. A Student 
Ambassador and peer tutor, she also volunteers with the Cathedral parish's Room 
in the Inn and Vacation Bible School, the Battered Women's Soup Kitchen, and 
St. Vincent De Paul Soup Kitchen. Olivia is committed to growing in her Catholic 
faith and last summer attended the One Bread, One Cup conference.  She serves 
on Saturday evenings and at weekly student Masses at the Cathedral, where she is a 
longtime parishioner.

Photo From Left: Fr. Robert W. Marshall, Cathedral Pastor; Janet Donato, 
Catholic Schools Superintendent; Olivia Stonecipher; Lisbeth Morales; Maria 
Nava, Jennifer Stonecipher. 

Balloon Car Race Brings 
Stem Studies to Life
The cafeteria became an action-packed 
racetrack as Lower and Middle School 
students practiced the laws of physics 
through balloon car races last month. 

Each student created a car for the 
competition powered by an untied 
balloon blown up and attached to the 
car just before placing it on the floor 
for the race. 

Below Top L-R: Fifth-graders Jack 
Manning, Savion Anderson, and Gavin 
Jellow participate in the race.  Bottom: 
Eighth-grader Bradley Jellow displays 
his winning car. 


